
 

 

Beyond Birmingham?  

Healing Fractures II 
Educators’ Workshop, Norwich, 16 March 2015  

10 am - 4 pm, Norwich Wellbeing Centre, 15 Chapelfield East, Norwich NR2 1SF 

Dear Colleague 

On behalf of the Muslim community of Norwich, I am pleased to personally invite you to join a select group 
of educationalists and researchers from disparate backgrounds to engage the burning conundrum of 
education, community building, religion, identity, attainment and social cohesion in multicultural Britain, 
triggered by the Trojan Horse affair. 

The workshop will enquire into various themes, including: 

● systemic issues and the purpose of ‘modern’ education in secular post-modernity 
● community building boundaries; Birmingham, et al. 
● the new role of religion and Religious Education:  SMSC, PHSE, Citizenship & British values 
● student-centred paradigms; renegotiated power relationships or egotism? 
● social constructivism as a democratic skill set; British values as an example 
● beyond now; P4C, the Trivium and the Islamic connection in English educational history 
● Islam and Muslim alternative education; problem for whom or solution to what?  

Throughout, we will be learning from each other across boundaries of faiths, professions and politics to 
collaboratively discover possible future roles for education. The guided knowledge cafe format will 
organically let enquiry develop from relevant input and shared insights of speakers and participants. 

Healing Fractures keynote speaker Mr Ibrahim Lawson is a former Islamic school headteacher, Ofsted 
inspector, and founder of Centre for Research and Evaluation in Muslim Education at the Institute of 
Education, where he is currently writing his doctoral thesis on Heidegger and Islamic education.  

As to the importance of these issues, a vicious circle -  isolation to secure religious/cultural values versus 
government demands to conform - is pushing marginalised communities beyond breaking point, feeding 
extremism at both ends of the spectrum. The abysmal crimes in Paris have made it abundantly clear that all 
hands are needed to break it.  
 
Thus, in presenting Healing Fractures, we hope to demonstrate that British Muslims educators are willing 
and able to act as a unique and valuable resource in this debate.  
 
However, we urge you to come not in the hope that others may have something valuable with which to 
contribute, but because you feel you do. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Jakob Werdelin 
Education events coordinator 
25 January, 2014 
 

 

 

http://www.muslimsofnorwich.org.uk/


 

Practical information 

Booking:  ihsan.mosque.school.visits@werdelin.co.uk.  

Price: £25 per head, including a light lunch at the adjacent Ihsan Mosque. 

Venue: The event will take place in central Norwich, 2 hours from London, 1 hour from Cambridge, 
less than three hours from Birmingham, 16 March 2015, 10 am - 4 pm at the Norwich Wellbeing 
Centre, 15 Chapelfield East, Norwich NR2 1SF (link) 

 
 
 

Healing Fractures II is a natural follow up to last year’s successful event.  
 

“In terms of globalisation there is a lot one can learn from this seminar.” 
Mr Conleth Buckley, British Council 

Healing Fractures I, Islamic Awareness Week, Norwich, March 17, 2014 
 

“It was refreshing to see and hear the high level of discourse between a spectrum of educators from diverse 
understandings. It was a brilliant opportunity to showcase the amazing philosophy of education and bring 

it into the present.”  
Ms. F. Reddy, Head Teacher, Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation 

Healing Fractures I, Islamic Awareness Week, Norwich, March 17, 2014 
 
 

Please the full preliminary programme for other education-related events.  
Visit muslimsofnorwich.org.uk for updates on our other events during Islam Awareness Week 2015. 
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